
Elementary Lesson Plan: The Battle of 
Pleasant Hill 
Grade Level: 4–5 

Subject: Social Studies — U.S. History 

Duration: 35–45 minutes 

 

Learning Goals (Kid-Friendly) 
Students will learn: 

 That the Battle of Pleasant Hill was a Civil War battle in Louisiana. 
 Why the Union and Confederates were fighting in the area. 
 What happened during the battle in simple terms. 
 How geography (towns, rivers, roads) played a role. 

 

Vocabulary 
 Civil War – A war fought within the same country. 
 Union – The northern states. 
 Confederacy – The southern states. 
 Retreat – To move back from a fight. 
 Campaign – A series of battles or plans in a war. 

 

Materials 
 Simple map of Louisiana showing Pleasant Hill 
 Printable story of the battle (kid-friendly) 
 Chart paper or whiteboard 
 Crayons/markers 
 Exit ticket slips 

 



Lesson Steps 
 

1. Warm-Up Discussion (5 minutes) 

Ask students: 

“Why do you think rivers and roads were important long ago?” 

Guide them toward ideas of: 

 Moving supplies 
 Traveling 
 Helping armies get food and equipment 

 

2. Storytime: What Happened at Pleasant Hill? (8–10 
minutes) 

Teacher reads or explains a kid-friendly summary: 

 During the Civil War, the Union army was moving through Louisiana. 
 They wanted to reach the city of Shreveport and stop Confederate supplies. 
 After losing a battle at Mansfield, the Union army moved to Pleasant Hill. 
 The Confederates tried to push them back again. 
 The Union army held their ground and pushed the Confederates away. 
 Even though they didn’t lose, the Union army still decided to retreat, so they never 

reached Shreveport. 

Pause for questions. 

 

3. Map Activity (10 minutes) 

Give students a simple map with: 

 Red River 
 Mansfield 
 Pleasant Hill 
 Shreveport 



Students: 

1. Color the Union path in blue. 
2. Color the Confederate path in red. 
3. Circle Pleasant Hill in yellow. 

Discussion Prompt: 
“How might hills, roads, and forests change what happens in a battle?” 

 

4. Group Activity: Cause & Effect Sorting (8 minutes) 

Give groups a set of cards with simple statements: 

Cause cards: 

 The Union wanted to reach Shreveport. 
 The Union lost at Mansfield. 
 The Confederates attacked again. 

Effect cards: 

 The Union moved back to Pleasant Hill. 
 The battle happened at Pleasant Hill. 
 The Union later retreated. 

Students match causes to effects. 
Review answers together. 

 

5. Reflection & Share (5 minutes) 

Ask: 

 “What was one important thing you learned today?” 
 “Why is geography important in history?” 

Let a few students share their answers. 

 

6. Exit Ticket (2 minutes) 



Students answer one question: 

1. Where did the battle happen? 
2. Who were the two sides in the Civil War? 
3. What does “retreat” mean? 

 

Optional Extensions 
 Coloring page of the map or soldiers’ camp life 
 Read-aloud picture book about the Civil War (nonviolent depictions) 
 Simple timeline craft 
 Vocabulary foldable 

 


