
Elementary Lesson Plan: Battle of Pleasant 
Hill (Version 2) 
Grade Level: 4–5 

Subject: Social Studies – U.S. History 

Duration: 35–45 minutes 

 

Learning Targets (Student-Friendly) 

Students will be able to: 

 Identify Pleasant Hill on a map. 
 Understand why the Union and Confederate armies were in Louisiana. 
 Retell the main events of the Battle of Pleasant Hill in simple terms. 
 Describe how geography affects events in history. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 Civil War 
 Union 
 Confederacy 
 Battle 
 Retreat 
 Hills / Terrain 

 

Materials 

 Student maps of Louisiana 
 “Story cards” of the battle 
 Chart paper or whiteboard 
 Markers 
 Stickers or colored dots 
 Exit ticket slips 



 

Lesson Steps 
 

1. Engagement Activity: “Where Would You Build a 
Camp?” (5 minutes) 

Show students a simple map with forests, hills, rivers. 

Ask: 
“If you were traveling a long way, where would you set up your camp? Why?” 

Students share ideas. 
Transition: “Armies in the Civil War had to think about these same things.” 

 

2. Simple Story of the Battle (8 minutes) 

Tell students the story in a simple, age-appropriate way: 

 During the Civil War, the Union army wanted to move through Louisiana to stop the 
Confederates from getting supplies. 

 After a tough battle at Mansfield, the Union army moved to Pleasant Hill. 
 The Confederate army followed them and attacked. 
 The Union soldiers stood strong and pushed the Confederates back. 
 Even though they held their ground, the Union army chose to retreat, ending their plan 

to reach Shreveport. 

Let students ask questions before moving on. 

 

3. Hands-On Geography Activity (10 minutes) 

Give each student a map of Louisiana with key locations marked but unlabeled. 

Students will: 

1. Label Pleasant Hill, Mansfield, Shreveport, and the Red River. 
2. Place blue stickers for Union movements. 



3. Place red stickers for Confederate movements. 
4. Draw simple arrows showing the path from Mansfield → Pleasant Hill. 

Ask: 
“How might hills or roads change the way armies move?” 

 

4. Story Card Group Activity (10 minutes) 

Each group receives 6–8 picture-and-text “story cards,” such as: 

 “The Union wants to reach Shreveport.” 
 “The battle at Mansfield forces them back.” 
 “Confederates chase after the Union.” 
 “The armies meet at Pleasant Hill.” 
 “Union soldiers push back the attack.” 
 “The Union decides to retreat later.” 

Task: Put the cards in the correct order. 
Groups share their sequences, and the class builds a master timeline. 

 

5. Reflection & Class Discussion (5 minutes) 

Questions: 

 “Why do you think Pleasant Hill was an important place?” 
 “What is one new fact you learned today?” 
 “Why do you think the Union left even after doing well in the battle?” 

Encourage simple, thoughtful answers. 

 

6. Exit Ticket (2 minutes) 

Students answer ONE question: 

1. What were the two sides in the Civil War? 
2. What town did the battle happen near? 
3. What does the word ‘retreat’ mean? 

 



Optional Add-On Activities 
If you want to extend learning: 

 Create a classroom mural showing the Union and Confederate paths. 
 Write a diary entry as a traveler passing through Pleasant Hill. 
 Coloring sheet of the map or a Civil War camp. 
 Build a mini diorama with hills, trees, and small markers. 

 


