
High School Lesson Plan: The Battle of 
Pleasant Hill 
Grade Level: 9–12 

Subject: U.S. History – Civil War 

Duration: 50–60 minutes 

 

Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

1. Explain the strategic goals of the Red River Campaign and how the Battle of Pleasant 
Hill fit into those goals. 

2. Analyze the military strategies and leadership decisions of both Union and 
Confederate commanders. 

3. Evaluate why interpretations of the battle’s outcome vary among historians. 
4. Interpret primary source excerpts to understand soldiers' perspectives. 
5. Assess the battle’s historical significance within the broader Civil War. 

 

Standards Alignment (Generic) 
 Historical Analysis & Interpretation 
 Use of Primary Sources 
 Understanding Civil War military campaigns 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1, RH.11-12.2, RH.11-12.6 

 

Materials 
 Projector / interactive map 
 Primary source packet 
 Short scholarly summary (teacher-provided) 
 Timeline cards 
 Exit ticket 



 Optional: video clip (≤5 mins) introducing Red River Campaign 

 

Lesson Procedure 
 

1. Do Now / Warm-Up (5 minutes) 

Prompt on board: 

“What factors determine whether a battle is considered a victory or a defeat? List at least 
three.” 

Students may mention: casualties, territory gained/lost, achievement of strategic goals, morale, 
logistics. 

Collect responses to reference later. 

 

2. Mini-Lecture: Setting the Stage (10 minutes) 

Teacher covers: 

 Background of the Red River Campaign 
o Union plan: Capture Shreveport, move into Texas, cut Confederate supply routes 

 Key commanders: 
o Union: Maj. Gen. Nathaniel Banks 
o Confederate: Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor 

 Events leading to Pleasant Hill: 
o Union defeat at Mansfield 
o Retreat to Pleasant Hill for repositioning 

Use a map to show: 
Red River, Shreveport, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, and routes of movement. 

 

3. Battle Overview & Analytical Notes (5–7 minutes) 

Students take notes as teacher explains: 



 Date: April 9, 1864 
 Confederate attack aimed at exploiting Union retreat 
 Intense fighting; Union line bends but holds 
 Union counterattack pushes Confederates back 
 Immediate result: Tactical Union victory 
 Strategic result: Union forces still withdraw → Campaign fails 

Teacher emphasizes dual outcomes: tactical vs. strategic. 

 

4. Primary Source Analysis Activity (15 minutes) 

Students receive excerpts from: 

 A Union soldier’s account of the counterattack 
 A Confederate soldier’s description of morale and terrain 
 A report from Gen. Banks or Gen. Taylor 
 A historian’s modern interpretation 

Student tasks (individual or pairs): 

For each excerpt answer: 

1. What perspective is represented? 
2. What does this source suggest about the battle’s events? 
3. What biases or limitations are present? 
4. How does the source support or challenge what you learned in lecture? 

Students share analyses briefly. 

 

5. Historical Debate Activity – “Who Really Won?” (10 
minutes) 

Divide class into two groups: 

 Group A: Argue that Pleasant Hill was a Union victory. 
 Group B: Argue that Pleasant Hill was a Confederate victory (strategically). 

Provide students with guiding notes: 

 Tactical gains vs. strategic retreat 
 Casualty numbers 



 Campaign goals 
 Commander decisions 

Students prepare a 1–2 minute argument. 
Hold a short debate or discussion comparing the interpretations. 

 

6. Synthesis & Class Discussion (5 minutes) 

Ask the class: 

 “What does the Battle of Pleasant Hill reveal about how historians interpret events?” 
 “How can a battle be won but still contribute to a failed campaign?” 
 “What factors made the Red River Campaign difficult for the Union?” 

Encourage students to connect the battle to larger Civil War themes—logistics, leadership, and 
resource limitations. 

 

7. Exit Ticket (3 minutes) 

Students respond to one prompt: 

1. In your own words, explain why the outcome of the Battle of Pleasant Hill is 
debated. 

2. Describe one strategic mistake made on either side during the campaign. 
3. Why was Shreveport important in the Red River Campaign? 

Collect before dismissal. 

 

Optional Follow-Up Assignments 
 Short Essay (1–2 pages): 

“Evaluate the strategic importance of the Battle of Pleasant Hill within the Civil War.” 
 Map Analysis Worksheet 

Identify terrain features and explain how they affected troop movements. 
 DBQ-Style Activity 

Using 4–6 primary sources, answer: 
“Was the Red River Campaign doomed from the start?” 



 Creative project: 
Students create a “military briefing” slideshow analyzing decisions made by both armies. 

 


