
Middle School Lesson Plan: The Battle of 
Pleasant Hill 
Grade Level: 6–8 

Subject: U.S. History / Civil War 

Duration: 45–60 minutes 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Explain why the Battle of Pleasant Hill occurred within the context of the Civil War. 
2. Identify the key participants, events, and outcomes of the battle. 
3. Describe the importance of the Red River Campaign. 
4. Analyze the strategic decisions made during the battle using maps or primary accounts. 

 

Standards Alignment (generic) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine central ideas of a historical text. 
 State Social Studies Standards: Civil War causes, events, and consequences. 

 

Materials 

 Map of the Red River Campaign (printed or projected) 
 Short reading handout on the Battle of Pleasant Hill 
 Chart paper / whiteboard 
 Student notebooks or worksheets 
 Optional: primary source excerpts from soldiers’ letters 

 

Lesson Outline 



 

1. Warm-Up (5 minutes) 

Prompt: 
“Why might controlling rivers and transportation routes be important during a war? Write 2–3 
sentences.” 

Students share quick ideas (trade, supplies, troop movement). 

 

2. Background Mini-Lecture: Setting the Scene (10 minutes) 

Teacher explains: 

 The Civil War’s Western Theater 
 Union goal in 1864: move into Texas to stop Confederate trade with Mexico 
 The Red River Campaign, led by Union General Nathaniel Banks 
 Pleasant Hill is in Louisiana, where the armies clashed after the Battle of Mansfield 

Use map to show: 

 Shreveport 
 Mansfield 
 Pleasant Hill 
 Red River 

 

3. Event Breakdown: The Battle of Pleasant Hill (10 
minutes) 

Students follow along with a short reading or teacher explanation: 

 Date: April 9, 1864 
 Opposing Forces: 

o Union troops under General Banks 
o Confederate troops under General Richard Taylor 

 Key Events: 
o Union troops retreat from Mansfield and regroup at Pleasant Hill 
o Confederates launch an aggressive attack 
o Union forces counterattack and push Confederates back 

 Outcome: 



o Tactically a Union victory, but strategically the Union continues retreat 
o The Red River Campaign is considered a Confederate success overall 

Pause for questions. 

 

4. Student Activity: “Command Decisions” (15 minutes) 

Students work in pairs or small groups. 

Instructions: 

Give students a scenario sheet describing: 

 Union troops tired and spread out 
 Confederate forces believing they can force another retreat 
 Terrain around Pleasant Hill (hills, woods, open fields) 

Task: Groups decide: 

1. How would they position troops? 
2. Should the Union counterattack or retreat? 
3. What risks would each side face? 

Students share strategies. Highlight similarities with real events. 

 

5. Reflection & Discussion (5 minutes) 

Questions: 

 Why might a battle be considered a tactical victory but a strategic loss? 
 What might this battle tell us about challenges armies faced in the Civil War? 
 How did geography shape the Red River Campaign? 

 

6. Exit Ticket (5 minutes) 

Students answer: 

1. What was one cause of the Battle of Pleasant Hill? 
2. What happened during the battle? 



3. Why did the Union eventually retreat? 

 

Optional Extensions 
 Primary Source Reading: Letters from soldiers describing the campaign. 
 Map Skills Activity: Create a labeled map tracking the Red River Campaign. 
 Writing Prompt: “Imagine you are a soldier at Pleasant Hill. Describe the day.” 

 
 
 


