
Middle School Lesson Plan: The Battle of 
Pleasant Hill (Version 2) 
Grade Level: 6–8 

Subject: U.S. History – Civil War 

Duration: 50–60 minutes 

 

Learning Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

 Describe the causes of the Battle of Pleasant Hill. 
 Summarize the major events and leaders involved. 
 Interpret a primary source related to the Red River Campaign. 
 Explain why historians disagree about whether Pleasant Hill was a Confederate or Union 

victory. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 Red River Campaign 
 Retreat 
 Counterattack 
 Tactical vs. Strategic Victory 
 Supply lines 

 

Materials 

 Station cards 
 Map of Pleasant Hill and the Red River area 
 Excerpts from soldier letters (age-appropriate) 
 Sticky notes 
 Chart paper 

 



Lesson Structure 
 

1. Hook Activity – “Two Truths and a Myth” (5 minutes) 

Teacher displays 3 statements: 

1. The Battle of Pleasant Hill happened in Louisiana. 
2. The Union won the battle and advanced into Texas. 
3. The battle was part of a larger plan involving the Red River. 

Students guess which statement is false (Answer: #2). 
This primes them for the lesson’s big idea—victory didn’t equal success. 

 

2. Mini-Context Talk (5–7 minutes) 

Cover: 

 Union plan to cut off Confederate trade with Mexico. 
 Strategic importance of Shreveport & the Red River. 
 Confederate defense led by Gen. Richard Taylor. 
 Union command under Gen. Nathaniel Banks. 

Show the map and trace troop movements from Mansfield to Pleasant Hill. 

 

3. Learning Stations (20 minutes total) 

Students rotate every 5 minutes (4 stations). 

Station 1: Map Analysis 

Students analyze a map showing: 

 Pleasant Hill 
 Mansfield 
 Red River 
 Supply routes 

Prompts: 
 Why was this area valuable? 



 Where would you expect a battle to happen? 

 

Station 2: Leader Profiles 

Short bios of Banks and Taylor. 
Students answer: 

 What strengths did each general have? 
 What challenges did they face? 

 

Station 3: Battle Snapshot Timeline 

Students arrange event cards in correct order: 

 Union retreat from Mansfield 
 Confederate assault 
 Union counterattack 
 Confederates pushed back 
 Union withdraws afterward 

Discuss the difference between the battle’s outcome and the campaign’s outcome. 

 

Station 4: Primary Source Corner 

Students read a short soldier quote such as: 
“We fought again at Pleasant Hill, but our commanders ordered us to fall back. I do not 
understand why.” 

Prompts: 

 What emotions does the soldier express? 
 What does this tell us about morale during the campaign? 

 

4. Whole-Class Debrief (5 minutes) 

Questions: 



 Why do historians debate who “won” the battle? 
 How do leadership and terrain affect battle decisions? 
 What surprised you in the primary sources? 

 

5. Creative Assessment – “Battle Briefing” (10 minutes) 

Students choose one option: 

Option A: Commander’s Report 

Write 6–8 sentences summarizing the battle to your commanding officer. 

Option B: Newspaper Headline 

Create a Civil War–era headline + short article reporting the outcome. 

Option C: Comic Strip (3 panels) 

Illustrate key moments: retreat, attack, counterattack. 

 

6. Exit Ticket (2 minutes) 

Answer one of the following: 

 What was one major cause of the Battle of Pleasant Hill? 
 Why did the Union retreat even after winning the battle? 
 What was the Red River Campaign trying to achieve? 

 
 


